
The Kentucky Derby has 

already been run, as have 

the Preakness and Bel-

mont.  If a horse can win 

all three of these prestig-

ious races, it has earned 

the Triple 

C r o w n , 

horse rac-

ingôs most 

h o n o r e d 

d e s i g n a -

t i o n . 

A m o n g 

those great 

horses that 

have earned 

the Triple 

Crown are 

Secretariat, 

S e a t t l e 

Slew, Af-

firmed, and 

Whirlaway.  It is an ex-

traordinarily difficult task 

to achieve, and no horse 

has earned a Triple Crown 

in nearly 30 years. 

In our own Tenarky dis-

trict, we 

have tra-

ditionally 

had three 

m a j o r 

a w a r d s 

that an 

individual 

can earn 

for ser-

vice to the Tenarky dis-

trictðthe Silver Honor 

Medal, the Outstanding 

Hor t i cu l tu re  J udge 

Award, and the Out-

standing Consulting Ro-

sarian Honor. 

At the Tenarky Winter 

workshop this year, 

Monty Justice was pre-

sented 2006ôs Out-

standing Consulting Ro-

sarian award, completing 

his ñTriple Crownò of 

Awards, joining elite 

company inc lud ing 

Jimmy Moser, Noah Wil-

son, and Roy and Helen 

Almond.  Monty 

previously earned 

the Silver Honor 

Medal in 1991 and 

the Outstanding 

Judge in 2002.  On 

hand to witness the 

presentation were 

Montyôs wife, 

Becky, his two 

daughters, and 

grandchildren. 

Last year, we be-

gan honoring a 

fourth major area of 

contribution to the 

district, the Out-

standing Arrangements 

Judge.  This yearôs honor 

was presented to Peggy 

Bingham of Memphis. 

The Outstanding Horticul-

ture Judge 

for 2006 

w a s 

awarded to 

R o b e r t 

Sutherland 

of Lexing-

ton, Ken-

tucky.  
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Tenarky Triple Crowns 

Recipient 

Outstanding 

Consulting 

Rosarian 

Outstanding 

Judge Silver Honor Medal 

Roy and Helen 

Almond 1986 1996 1997 

Noah Wilson 2004 2001 2005 

Jimmy Moser 1996 2005 2001 

Monty Justice 2006 2002 1991 

Consulting Rosarian Chair Bob Jacobs presents Monty 
Justice with the Outstanding Consulting Rosarian Award 

for 2006. 



We have a serious immigration 

problem in this country, and our 

elected leaders arenôt doing any-

thing about it.  Every day, millions, 

perhaps billions of undesirables 

cross our borders, seeking deliver-

ance from their life of oppression 

and want.  They yearn to live in the 

land of the free. 

Quite frankly, Iôm tired of these for-

eigners mooching off our land, our 

resources, and especially our roses.  

I donôt care about the Mexicans 

crossing the southern border, or the 

Canadians on the north.  I donôt care 

about Cubans entering Florida, or 

any other international citizen trying 

to make a better life for himself. 

What I really resent are these for-

eign insects!  While congress is 

worried about building a fence 

along the Mexican border and wor-

rying about whether or not to offer 

amnesty and legal status to currently 

illegal aliens, our landscapes are 

literally being eaten by perhaps the 

single most serious problem facing 

this nation todayðillegal insect im-

migration. 

The latest predator that has started 

showing its ugly head (and six ugly 

legs) is the Chilean thrips.  Thrips 

are horrible, but Chilean thrips are 

worse.  Thrips pierce and suck the 

moisture out of your light-colored 

roses and leave unsightly brown 

edges.  Chilean thrips do that plus 

damage your foliage.  And if left 

untreated, they can grow large 

enough to eat your small pets.  

Hamsters, gerbils, and even Chihua-

huas have been reported missing as 

far north as Savannah! 

The following information was 

taken from a University of Florida 

Extension publication: 

ñChile thrips attack all 
above ground parts of its 

host plants, and prefer the young 
leaves, buds and fruits. It has been 
reported to attack a wide range of 
plants with more than 100 recorded 
hosts from 40 different families in-
cluding beans, melons, peppers, 
strawberries, and tomato as well as  
a wide range of ornamentals and 
fruits including citrus. Heavy feed-
ing damage turns tender leaves, 
buds, and fruits bronze to black in 
color. Damaged leaves curl upward 
and appear distorted. Infested 
plants become stunted or dwarfed, 

and leaves with petioles detach from 
the stem. The abundance of Chile 
thrips is low in the rainy season, but 
becomes high during the dry sea-
son.ò 

Chilean thrips are 0.5 to 1.2 mm 

long, light brown in appearance, and 

have the clear markings of the Chil-

ean flag on their backs.  You may 

notice the remarkable similarities of 

the flags of Chile and Texas, which 

may explain in part how they got 

across the border. 

It wasnôt enough that we have Japa-

nese beetles to munch our blooms 

and leaves through June and July 

(even into August), but to have 

these other foreign nationals come 

and take up residence in our rose 

gardens is beyond excuse.  Where 

was the border patrol?  The Coast 

Guard?  The Orkin Man?  

It is time for our leaders to step up 

and protect our borders, our citi-

zens, and our roses.  We need com-

prehensive immigration reform.  

Contact your Senator and Represen-

tative and demand that they support 

legislation that will: 

1) Not establish amnesty for any 

illegal insect residing within the 

borders of the United States. 

2) Not establish an alien worker 

class for illegal immigrant in-

sects residing within our bor-

ders. 

3) Not allow a path to citizenship 

for these nondesirables. 

4) Secure our entire border, on 

north, south, east, and west, 

with impenetrable spun bond 

polyester fabric and millions of 

bug zappers. 

The timing is crucial on this matter.  

With much of the country in 

drought, the Chilean thrips may be-

come established in more northerly 

regions and eventually reach the 

Tenarky district.  Donôt wait another 

minute.  Stop illegal insect immi-

gration today. 

Editorôs Note:  It seems that our 

investigative reporter has this time 

located a legitimate publication.    

You can read about the Chilean 

thrips at  

http://www.pbcgov.com/coopext/vegetable/

newsletters/pdhotline_120605.pdf 

By Tenarky Tattler Investigative Reporter Ernest Thurlobard 
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The Chilean thrips is distinguished by its 
markings of the flag of Chile on its back.  The 
government of Chile cleverly designed its flag 
to resemble the flag of Texas (21 years before 

the Texas flag was designed no less).  This 
clever ruse may have allowed this nuisance 

pest to enter the U.S. 



Some readers of this short essay may be 

old enough to remember seeing Mere-

dith Wilsonôs, The Music Man, either 

on the stage or as a movie.  It is a won-

derful musical and also a great story.  

The plot concerns a high powered sales-

man who travels small towns in the 

1930s selling band uniforms, instru-

ments, music books, and the promise of 

lessons, but usually flees the area be-

fore having actually provided the last 

steps of organizing and teaching the 

band. 

In Mr. Wilsonôs story, however, the 

slick salesman, played by Robert Pre-

ston in the movie, is slow leaving one 

particular town because he had ñfallenò 

for a local lady, Marion, the librarian 

whose young brother was excited about 

being in the newly forming 

ñboysô band.ò  The young boy, 

played beautifully in the movie 

by Ron Howard, even before he 

played Opie and long before he 

played Richie Cunningham on 

television, accidentally overhears 

Prestonôs plans to skip town and 

confronts him.  He says some-

thing to the effect of ñyou ainôt 

gonna do it!  There ainôt gonna 

be no band,ò and cries pitifully!  

Prestonôs answer, in my opinion, 

and given my profession, is one 

of the greatest lines in all theater.  

He calmly says, ñDonôt worry, 

son, there will always be a 

band!ò  And, of course, as in most 

musical theater, things work out in the 

end for the good of all. 

This, to me, familiar narrative came to 

mind as I was contemplating what to 

say to you é. what to report, as it were, 

about the current condition of the 

American Rose Society.  No doubt you 

have been hearing and reading mixed 

news about many things to do with our 

parent organization.  It is a very active 

time, indeed.  If I may, I will borrow 

and paraphrase the famous opening 

sentences from Charles Dickensôs mas-

terpiece, A Tale of Two Cities, to de-

scribe our situation.  ñIt was the worst 

of times.  It was the best of times.ò  

Without delving into speculation about 

possible causes, here is the bad news. 

Membership continues to decline.  Cur-

rent trends indicate that we will reach 

12,000 national members within a year 

or two.  Thatôs from a high of over 

20,000 less than ten years ago.  The fall 

in membership creates a severe problem 

in the ARS operational budget, which is 

based largely upon dues. 

One of the most expensive items in the 

ARS overall operation is the magazine.  

With declining membership, read 

ñcirculation,ò advertising income is 

suddenly slacking off at an alarming 

rate.  Thus a greater percentage of our 

dues money must be allocated to pro-

duce the magazine. 

Almost like ñthe final straw,ò we have 

been told that our executive director, 

Michael Craft, has resigned and will be 

leaving shortly.  I hasten to add that he 

departs with no ill feeling from any 

area.  He has the opportunity to delve 

full -time into an advisory operation he 

has been developing on a part-time ba-

sis and which means significant finan-

cial reward for him.  He will be sorely 

missed because he has helped us 

through some lean times while creating 

an aura of good business organization 

and practices during his too short tenure 

with us.  The fact that he is the third 

individual to leave the office within 

about four years, could create a nega-

tive national image.  He will be hard to 

replace. 

In case thatôs not enough, we can talk 

about Tenarkyôs frozen roses, canceled 

shows, and loss of another society.  But 

maybe that is overkill, and Iôm ready to 

think good news and good times, such 

as that which follows. 

The Board of Directors of A.R.S. seem 

to be united in the purpose of doing 

whatever needs to be done to bring the 

American Rose Society back to the po-

sition of the nationôs leading horticul-

tural organization.  Whatôs more, the 

membership, by and large, appears 

ready to accept the measures needed to 

achieve this.  At least in Tenarky, Iôve 

heard no gripes about the impending 

raise in dues:  it has been six 

years.  The same wait-and-see 

attitude prevails about the likeli-

hood that the magazine will be 

changed from monthly to bi-

monthly. 

Donôt forget about the jewels in 

our crown.  The Shreveport 

properties, especially the gar-

dens, are the joy of the rose 

world, and the fabulous new 

Klima building will be a great 

attraction.  These are and will be 

positive supports to the financial 

processes. 

As with any large family, there 

will be occasional gripes and 

internal squabbles but the incessant 

good news is that for over one hundred 

years this family of rose lovers has held 

steadfast in their togetherness.  If we 

can find good leadership at all levels; if 

we pay our bills without wasting 

money; and if we participate in rose 

activities keeping our societies healthy, 

all will be well.  Finally, we need to 

walk out to our own gardens at every 

possibility and quietly thank God for 

the beauty and majesty of this creation 

which He has entrusted to our care.  If 

each of us decides to do what we can to 

make a difference, we will then be able 

to say, ñDonôt worry, friend, there will 

always be a rose society.ò 
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Members of the Nashville Rose Society at our Winter Work-
shop.  Nashville has a strong society that is a credit to our 

district and a fine example for others to emulate. 



 Years from now when ñold timerò 
rosarians get together in groups of 

various numbers, one topic of dis-

cussion is guaranteed.  ñYes, I re-

member the great freeze of Easter 

week back in 2007!  Apples, 

peaches, and early strawberries 

were wiped out over most of the 

mid-south.  Budding trees turned 

brown and seemed to go back into 

dormancy.  Every spring rose show 

in the Tenarky District was canceled 

because many rose bushes were ap-

parently killed, or damaged so se-

verely, that over-anxious rosarians 

hastened to replace them without 

waiting long enough to see what the 

final results might be.ò 

This account of the troubles we ro-

sarians have been facing the past 

few weeks is being penned on May 

7, just about one month after the 

several days of temperatures in the 

low twenties devastated all 

growing things.  March 

had been especially beautiful.  For-

sythia, daffodils, red buds, and tu-

lips had come and gone and dog-

woods were in full bloom when 

most of us had completed our spring 

ñstart-upò feeding application and 

fine pruning of our bushes.  

Everything was looking great.  

Then disaster struck!  Of 

course, we had plenty of warn-

ing but my bushes were too big 

to cover, except a few that had 

just been planted. 

One prob-

lem we all 

faced was 

the ñteasingò 

effect of the 

damage.  It took 

several days, per-

haps even a week 

or more, for the 

full extent of the 

damage to be-

come visible!  At 

first, it didnôt 

seem so bad.  

Advice of what 

to do was easy to 

find, but often 

contradictory and 

usually preceded with a statement 

that, ñIôve never encountered any-

thing like this in my life, but I 

would é.ò 

As time went by, it did become ob-

vious that we had to reprune, that is 

cut back to below all dead or dying 

canes, often to soil level or even 

below to the graft or bud union.  

The bad news is that, yes, there 

were some bushes lost; I think in 

my case about twenty of my 150 

total.  (My first fears were for a 

much heavier kill.) 

However, I have some exciting pic-

tures to share that were taken yester-

day.  They show the results of pa-

tience, a few days of sunshine, and a 

good warm rain over the weekend.  

Obviously, there is a long way to go 

yet.  Blooms will be coming quite 

late, but we have fall shows to an-

ticipate, and they will be spectacular 

as far as I am concerned. 

I do have replacements in pots right 

now for about twelve minis and 

eight big roses, but I think Iôll wait a 

while longer to see if any of the 

ñdeadò ones come back to life.  Af-

ter all, I have learned that patience 

is not only a virtue, itôs really quite 

smart!! 

So are roses tender, finicky plants?  

Based on their recovery from this 

late, deep freeze, I would say defi-

nitely not.                                       W Page 4 

By Kent Campbell      clairelc@aol.com 
Recovering from the Great Freeze of 2007 

1  Shortly after the freeze, we just ñtopped 
offò the visible damage. 

2    Then it became obvious that cuts had to be made ñall the wayò down to the white pith 
again. 

3  A week later, patience is rewarded with new growth. 


